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Depending on how you grew up, how your family spent
Sunday mornings, the people you knew and religion around
you, the TV and movies you took in, your friends and the
books you read, conversations and life experiences . . .
depending on a host of things, the word church, to you,
could mean a lot of things.

Heartland wants to demonstrate what God means it to be.

Beyond the clich@s and the obvious beyond steeples,
preachers, Sunday school, and hymns God means for a
church to be who He is: loving, untamed, resilient, freeing,
healing, risky, peace-giving, grace- lled, ennobling,
disturbing, encompassing, merciful, lling, safe, stretching,
grounding, infectious, life-overhauling, and ever-new.

All those things come to us through the Body of Christ and
that is the church. The people of Heartland, awed and
forgiven as we are, are the eyes, ears, hands (you get the
idea) of the living, loving God.

And as C.S. Lewis said, Love is far more sturdy and
splendid than mere sentiment. Love is the robust, radiant,
healing, and growing presence of God in your life.

Or to put it one more way, the Creator of the Universe is
in the business of opening new doors by the day. And

Heartland is in the business of helping you nd the keys.

Whatever church means to you the rst time you walk in, let
Heartland show you all the things God wants it to mean.
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Dear Friend,

Right off, | d like to confess two things: one, | ve got a horrible past; and two, religion
bores me. The good news is that God transforms any past (of this | m certain) and
He s not interested in religion either. Religion is man s futile attempt to nd God;
Christianity is God successfully nding man.

God cares more about the condition of your heart, your inner self, than any religious
activity or declaration you might do to impress others. That s why, whatever you
think brought you here today, | believe you came to a divine appointment.

Maybe something inside you is uneasy or dark. Maybe you re wondering if God is
real or just an emotional concept. Maybe you ve gone to church all your life and been
a believer since preschool. Maybe you re drifting back from years of hating God. Or
the church you grew up wounded you. Or a Christian you know has something you
privately long for. Maybe you re here because you want your kids to believe in more
than name brands and digital entertainment. Maybe you re church-shopping. Or you
want peace. Or you re new to the area. Maybe you re not sure.

Welcome to a church that is sure of a God whose Word leaps from the pages of the
Bible. Welcome to powerful messages searing with words like sin and repent and
saved and the blood of Jesus. When the meaning of those words get inside you, it
will revolutionize your world. Truth and Love have that kind of power. Welcome to a
place where you will experience God s power.

You know that alluring smell of fresh bread? Heartland is serving up the Bread of
Life. If you re hungry for more than the next deal, the next house, the next marriage
or movie or mile marker . . . if you crave a larger purpose . . . if you believe life is more
than ticking through weeks and years . . . sample Heartland and stay. Whatever
your past, God is in the business not of religions but relationships and you have a
place here.

Warmly,
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Pastor Steve and Jeri Hill















